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Subject, with the Vedantists, is not a logical but
a metaphysical term.    It is, in fact, another name
for self, soul, spirit or whatever name has been
given to the eternal element in man and  God.
European    philosophers,    whatever   they    may
hold about the soul, always speak of it as some-
thing that can  be   known  and   described,  and
therefore  may form a possible object.     If the
Hindu philosopher is clear on any point it is this,
that the subjective soul, the witness or knower,
or the Self, can never be known as objective, but
t can only be itself, and thus be conscious of itself.
iSankara would never allow that the self or the
subject could be known as an object.    We can
only know ourselves by being ourselves;  and if
other people think they know us, they know our
phenomenal self, our Ego only, never our sub-
jective self, because that can never be anything
but a subject; it knows, but it cannot be known.
The same, if we imagine that we know others,
what we know is what is visible, knowable, that
is the appearance, but never the all-pervading self.
So again if we transfer to what is objective only,
such as the sky, or a river, or a mountain, a sub-
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